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European HTA is carried out with the aim of supporting health policy makers in identifying new
health technologies with proven, patient-relevant added value. It contributes to their universal
and affordable access as well as to the sustainability of healthcare systems in the public interest.1
With the adoption of the HTA Regulation (HTAR), Joint Clinical Assessments (JCA) will be
produced at a Union-level and based on common methodology applicable across the EU. This
level of Member State collaboration will enable ‘inform[ed] decision-making in order to promote
equitable, efficient, and high-quality health systems’2 as also stated in the HTAR.3
The Heads of HTA Agencies Group notes that this willingness to cooperate on healthcare
extended into the Covid-19 pandemic, where a number of European institutions received a
mandate to procure essential medicinal products and medical devices. These EU Joint
Procurement Agreements4, allowed Member States to voluntarily join forces to purchase vital
equipment and medicines in a time of limited supply.
Now that there is a better post-pandemic outlook, it seems timely to improve on the processes
and explore ways in which better information can be provided to decision makers to inform such
Joint Procurement Agreements.
As the issue of joint procurement continues to be part of joint and Union-level discussions, the
HAG would like to stress the vital role of HTA in these activities. Where available and applicable,
a Joint Clinical Assessment (JCA) should form the basis of any joint or Union-level procurement
activity. Where a JCA is not available, any joint procurement decision should be based on a clinical
assessment grounded in robust clinical evidence. In all cases, HTA must rest on the competence
and experience of established HTA bodies.
HTA integrated as part of joint or Union-level procurement activities would enable ‘health policy
makers in identifying new health technologies with proven, patient-relevant added value’ as well
as continue to ‘contribute to their universal and affordable access’.5 The foundation of a common
HTA platform based on the HTAR provides a strengthened potential for cooperation on
procurement.
The Heads of HTA Agencies Group therefore stresses the need for HTA to be included in
European-level procurement decisions. Subsequent legislation should also ensure such
inclusion.6
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